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                Signs of global water pollution 
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Transparency along the supply chain 
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 What is Water foot print? 

If think of that of a cup of coffee… 

Total water 12L… 
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Direct water footprint Indirect water footprint 
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[Hoekstra et al., 2011] 
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The green and blue water footprint in relation to the 

water balance of a catchment area 
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[Hoekstra & Chapagain, 2008] 
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Blue water footprint 
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Water footprint of EU’s cotton consumption (blue water) 
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Water required for Fast Foot 
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Country/region National water footprint (Gm3/year)  

from the 

perspective of 

production 

from the 

perspective of 

consumption 

Australia 91 27 

Canada 123 63 

China 893 883 

Egypt 59 70 

EU25 559 744 

India 1013 987 

Japan 54 146 

Jordan 1.8 6.3 

USA 750 696 

[Hoekstra & Chapagain, 2008] 

WF of national 

consumption 

WF within 

a nation 
Traditional statistics 

on water use, but 

then restricted to 

water withdrawal 



13  

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

C
h
in

a

In
d
ia

J
a
p
a
n

P
a
k
is

ta
n

In
d
o
n
e
s
ia

B
ra

z
il

M
e
x
ic

o

R
u
s
s
ia

N
ig

e
ri

a

T
h
a
il
a
n
d

It
a
ly

U
S

A

W
a

te
r 

fo
o

tp
ri
n

t 
(m

3
/c

a
p

/y
r)

Domestic water consumption Industrial goods Agricultural goods

Water footprint per capita 

Global average water footprint 

[Hoekstra & Chapagain, 2008] 



14 

The water footprint of a consumer 
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The water footprint of a retailer 
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The traditional statistics 

on corporate water use 
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The water footprint of a food processor 
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The traditional statistics 

on corporate water use 
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